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the law of evolution. We live m the century of rail-
ways, coaches weie none the less useful in their day.
But we must not use coaches when we want to travel
fast and well.

To<*deny the change wrought m warfare amounts to
calling m question the French Revolution, which was
not only philosophical, social, and political, but also
military. Not only did it dare to declare war on kings
and tyrants, but also victoriously to oppose the in-
experienced but at the same time violently impassioned
bands of the levee en masse to the minutely and rigidly
trained troops of the older Europe.

Nor can one call m question Napoleon's victories,
the causes of which have been given by Clausewitz,1'
when he wiote

" Under the energetic leadership of Bonapaite, the
French, treading underfoot the ancient processes of
warfare, imdcitook the conquest of Europe with a
wonderful and hitheito unexperienced success Up-
setting everything on then way, they sometimes, at
their vciy first stroke, shook to its foundation the most
powerful State."

Later on we shall see what ought to be understood
by " ancient processes " After he had thus explained
the past by the present, Clausewtz looked ahead with
anxiety to the future, which might well forget the
fundamental lessons of these wars, and added:

"Who knows whether, within a few generations,
people will not again take a fancy for the old fencing
and for antiquated methods; whether Bonaparte's fights
and battles will not then be condemned as being acts of
barbarity ?

" All the efforts of military writers must tend to warn-
ing against these dangerous errors c May Heaven grant
our labours to exert a wholesome influence over the minds
of the men whom He has marked out for directing the
government and the affairs of our dear country' "

It is from this prophetic wish, once it became a reality,

1 Contxary to what happened with the social revolution which had
produced all its effects, good or bad, among ourselves, raising certain
classes, lowering others, the xevolution wrought in the art of war
developed all its power at the expense of our enemies It was there-
fore natural that foreigners should have studied and measured the
extent and cause of the phenomenon before we did so ourselves We
were the last to understand it.